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OREGON BUSINESS - SEPTEMBER 
Compared with 
August 1943 September 1942 
Bank Debits +-16.7% -41,0% 
Retail Sales + 447 +- 5,5 
Building Pormits — 40,8 —16,2 








Lumber Production (weekly average) 1/ — 2,0 —- 3,0 
| Ordinary Life Insurance Sales — 95 / ath 509: 





Gasoline Sales + 0.8 ) —10,2 
Business Failures No Failures One Failure | 
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COUNTY BUSINESS ACTIVITY SERIES 


Beginning with this issuc, the Oregon Business Review will present basic 
economic data for several Oregon countics each month. This month those parti- 
cular counties comprising the Portland marketing area will be included and 
next month those maxing up the Salem area will be presented. We are anxious 
to call this series to tho attention of schools, libraries and chambers of 
commerce and believe that they may be particularly interestcd in the material 
relating to their own counties, 


Although there is no feature article in this issuc, papers on pertinent 
economic, business and governmental topics will be published in the future, 
There is no intcntion to substitute tho county cconomic material for articles, 
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COUNTY BUSTWESS ACTIVITY SERIES 


Beginning with this issuc, the Orcgon Business Roview will present basic 
economic data for several Oregon countics each month. This month those parti- 
cular counties comprising the Portland marketing area will be included and 
next month those maxing up the Salem area will be presented. We are anxious 
to call this series to tho attention of schools, libraries and chambers of 
commerce and believe that they may be particularly interestcd in the material 
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economic, business and governmental topics will be published in the futuro, 
There is no intention to substitutes tho county cconomic material for articles, 
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The data given for Oregon counties is talzen from federal covernment sources. 
The "agricultural crops produced" and the "natural resources" are from studies 
made by the market development section of the Ponneville Authority. Since the 
Bonneville /.uthority has not made studies for all counties, some of our reports 
will not include agricultural crops produced or natural resources, The statistics 
are taken fron the various census reports. Although the census data are not as 
current as we might wish (1°40 and, in some cases 1939), they have the virtue of 
being exhaustive, Furthermore, meny of the reports have been recently released 
so that their contents have not yet been given wide vublicity. Due to the fact 
that the census information is boing released in pamphlet form, it is often diffi- 
cult to gather the information about a single locality bocause of the necessity 
of going through many publications. 


Clackamas, Columbia, Multnomah, Yashinzton Counties 





The four counties covered in tho following pages include that section of 
Oregon which is largely dependent upon Portland retail stores for shopping and 
specialty goods, This area of dependence is usually referred to as tne Portland 
trading “Fr mar.-2c.*.. tel: *.torzv, The geographicnl relationships of thcse counties 
to Portland and the remaincer of tho northwestcrn »nart of Oregon is shown in 
the map below, 
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Columbia County 
Area; 646 square miles (133,440 acres) 
Population: 


f£.,.Number: 1940 20,971 
1930 20 ,047 
1920 13,960 


B. Characteristics: 
1. Per cent native born white . . . . « « « «© © « © © © © © SMel 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (notential labor reservoir) . 68.5 
3. Per cent living in rural arenas . . « « « « © © © © 0 0 oo Obed 
4, Median school years comoleted by persons 25 years 
of age or older: 
a. Males .. «-2 ee e Sed : 
be Females . . « « « « Sel 


C. Cities and towns 2500 population or over; 
1. St. Helens (county seat) 1940 4304 
-1£30 3994 
1920 2220 


Employment ; 


A..Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 8285 
1..80,1 per cent of men over 14 in labor force 
2. 15.9 per cent of women over 14 in labor force 


B, Principal industries in which labor force is employed 
ho. Gemmilis .. «eee ec e- s0a8 
2--Agriculture... .... . 1439 
5.- Logging. » SS 5 See e° 
4,.Pulp and paper ..... 646 


Agriculture: 


A. Number a Dee. «4 « 2 6 ee eeee-s8 ¢© @ @ : ° 2060 


B,: Average size of farm . . 2 .-« « « « «0 © @ @- « « 67 acres 
C,. Average value of farms (land and buildings). . ¢ 0$3941 
De Per cent of wenemey. . wo «cece ee ees ~ 12.5 
E..Per cent of county in farms. * 20 © © © © © © @ © @+e &@ 6 $3.4 
F,.Products: Mint, peas, beans, strawberries, raspberries, 

cherries, blackberries, flax, oats, hay,. grass 

and lecume seed, livestock, and dairy and 

poultry products. 
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Housing: 


A. Number of dwelling wnits in county 6603 (averaze of 3.36 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 
1, St. Helens 1365 (average of 3.29 persons ver occupied dwelling) 


Bs. Percentage of dwellings in county occupied by ovmers 62,2 
1; St. Helens 51,9 


lianufacturing: 
A. Number of establishments 45 
B. Total value of products $14,'51,413 
C. Value added b:- manufacture (‘alue of products less cost of materials, 
suprlies, etc.) $7,413,15¢: 
Trade; 


A..Retail:; 289 establishments in county with 1959 sales of $5,354,000 
1. St. Helens 92% with sales of $2,170,000 


B. Wholesale: 18 establishments with 1929 sales of $1,203,000 


Natural Resources: 


liinerals reported in Columbia fount:- include iron ore, gravhite, pignents, 
Clay, diatomite, salt, sands*tce.s, coal, sand and gravel, and basalt. Large 
deposits of iron ore averaging 50 per cent iron have beon partly explored 

and assayed, Sub-bituminous coal, rolatively high in ash and sulphur but of 
somo possible motellurgical va..ue, lies exposed on he forks of Pebble Creck, 
the east fork of the Nehalem River, and alonz tho Clatskenic River. The ° 
present timber stands of Colum>ia County are about 10 per cent of the original 
forests, This remainder is pr2dominantly small second growth Douglas fir, 
with some scattered stands of 2ld growth. Another resource is Columbia River 


fish, 
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Clackamas County 
Area: 1,890 square miles (1,2)9,600 acres) 
Population: 


A, Number: 1940 57,130 
1930 46 ,205 
1920 37,698 


Be Characteristics: 
ee ee ee i ne 66 6 6: be ee 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potential labor reservoir) ... 
Do Fer 0G tivitie in rial areas... cc coeceoeereee eee 
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4. Median school years completed by persons 25 years 
of aze or older: 
Be hiales o-6@° 6 @¢ @*-e° 6 €@ 8.6 
DBD, Females . « «eo © 0 @ 9,1 


C. Cities and towns 2500 population or over: 
1, Oregon City (county seat) 1940 6,124 
-:3980«s«&S 761 
1920 5,686 


Employment: 


Ae Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 22,336 
1, 78,2 per cent of men over 14 in iabor force 
2. 18,1 per cent of women over 14 in labor force 


Principal industries in which lavor force is employed 
l, Agriculture oeeree?e#e#e#e*%#e#¢# #¢ @ #¢ @ @ ° 
2e Paper manufacturing . ..%s-«-«c«seseeeeee ‘ 
3, Professional and related services . . ... « . 
4, Retail (except food, drink, autos, gasoline)... 
5, Logging ee aS eS ne ae oo ee ee a ee a ee a oe ° 
6, Comstructiognne « «csccvceceevevevees ° 


Agriculture: 


A. Number of: farms....-« » be 2s oe o Se e's ° 5475 

B. Average size of farm ... « « se es ee eee ° 55 acres 

C, Average value of farms (land and buildings). : $5430 

D, Per cent of temamoy. .-ccrsevveevece ‘ 15.6 

Es Per cent of county in farms. ....-+-ecee ; 24.9 

F, Products: Of the total farm area, 40 per cent was (1939) in cropland, 
chiefly devoted to grain and forage crops. Dairying and 
poultry raising are the principal agricultural activities 
of this county, which ranks first in Oregon in the nunber 
of farms and second in the number of chicken eggs produced 
and chickens sold, 


Housing: 


A. Number of dwelling units in county 20, 752 (average of 3.23 persons per 
occupied dwellinz) 
1, Oregon City 2082 (average of 3,10 persons per occupied dwelling) 


B. Percentage of dwellings in county occupied by owmers 68,3 
1, Oregon City 54.4 


Manufacturing: 


A. Number of establishments 82 

B, Total value of products $14,248,782 

C. Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 
’ supplies, etc.) $5,748,739 
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Trade; 


A. Retail; 692 establishments with 1929 sales of $12,472,000 
1, Oregon City 191 with sales of $5,321,000 


B. Wholesale: 28 establishments with 1939 sales of $2,496,000 
1, Oregon City 9 with sales of $712,000 


Natural Resources: ; 

Although o wide variety of minerals arc knovm to exist in Clackamas County, 
they appear in scattcred mining districts and only spasmodic development of 
these rosources has occurred, At »orcesent some sand and gravel is taken from 
river beds, and < small amount of mercury is extracted with small furnaccs, 
At one timc gold, iron, agricultural limestone, and sandstone wore produeed 
in the county, Other prospects include many claims of complex ores of sold, 
silver, copper, lead, ond zinc, a fow bods of black lignito, and buff and 
gray-burning fire clays. Tho oxtent of the iron ore rosorves, which occur as 
limonite or bog iron, is not knoyvm although they would probably be useful as 
auxiliary ores. Clackamas County clays may ultimately find some value in the 
ceramic industry alongs with other clays. 


Forest lands comprised 79 per cent of the area of Clackamas County in 1933, 

the most recent vear for which U. S,. Forest Service data are available, Of 

the 952,000 acrss in forest lands, $8 per cent or 460,090 acres were classified 
es containing saw timber, of which about two-thirds were Douglas fir ond the 
remaining one-third were larjely homlock, «bout 25 per cent of the saw timber 
aren was in vrivate ommership, and nearly 75 ver cent was ormed by the Federal 
Government but available for cutting. 
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liultnomeh County 





Area: 424 square miles (271,360 acros) 
Population: 


A. Number: 1940 355,099 
1930 338,241 
1920 275,898 


B, Characteristics: 
1. Per cent native born white . . . « «-ce«e2eree 0 «© « 8568 
2. Per cent betvreen 15 and 65 (potential labor reservoir) . . 74.1 
Se Per cont living in rural areas . 1.0. oc ccc ee ow ow | G8 
4. iiedian school years completed b- persons 25 years 
of age or older: 
a nn © 6 « é¢:6@e 6 @ 9,5 
b. Females e* «# @ @ ee e 10,5 
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C, Citios and tovms 2500 population or over: 
1. Portland (county seat) 1940 305,394 
1930 $01,815. 
1920 258,288 


Employnent: 


A. Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 161,651 
1. 78.6 per cent of men over 14 in labor force 
2. 30.9 per cent of women over 14 in labor force 


Principal industries in which labor force is employed 
1, Retail (except food, drink, autos, gasoline)... 
2. Professional and relutcd services. . .« . ° 
Se Wholcsale trade. os 2-2 Ss eS oR Se ° 
4. Construction a le or ee ae a a . 


5. Finance, insurance, real estate. 
6. Government ...«+«-eeeeee e 


Agriculture: 


a Bees GF sere sc eg ee eee eel 8 8 6 be 2,260 
B,. Average size of farm ....«+eo-+-ee e 55.5 acres 
C, Average value of farms (lend and buildings) . $7 ,028 
D. Per cent of tenancy ...-e«eeereeeves 2200 
E. Per cent of county in farms .....«e«-+ee 29.4 
F. Products: Hay, small grains, potatoes, corn, 

apples, filberts, walnuts, and dairy and 

poultry products 


Housing: 


A, Number of dwelling units in county 125,047 (avera-e of 3.03 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 


1. Portland 108,745 (averaze of 2.99 persons per occupied dwelling) 


B, Percentage of divellings in county occupied by ormers 651.1 
1, Portland 48,3 


Manufacturing: 


A. Number of establishments 822 
B. Total value of products ¥159,779,866 


C. Value added by manufacture (value of products less cost of materials, 
supplies, etc.) $69,449,694, 


Trade: 


Ae Retail: 5,376 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $190,744,000 
1. Portland 4800 with 1939 sales of $183,651. 


Be. Wholesale: 991 establishments in county rith 1939 sales of $336, 183,000 
1. Portland 956 establishments vith 1939 sales of $317,326. 





OREGON BUSINESS REVIEW 








Natural Resources: 


Minerals reported in iiultnomah County include basalt, iron ore, mineral 
sprines, anc sand and gravel, iiost of the original forests af i‘ultnomah 
Count: hnve been cut, There ore a few remaining stands of old growth 
Douglas fir and some large arcas of second growth, liills in the Portland 
area for the most port care cutting logs towed from points along the 
Willomette and Columbio Rivers, 
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Washington County 





hrea: 716 square miles (458,240 acres) 


Population: 


A. Number: 1940 39,194 
1930 30,275 
1$20 26 ,376 


B, Characteristics: 
1. Per cent native born shite . . . « «© © ee © 0 © © © 0 0 Woe 
2. Per cent between 15 and 65 (potentisl labor reservoir) . 67.5 
S. Per cent living in rural arens ....eeecceece to 0 S409 
4, Median school years completed by persons 25 years 
of age or older: 
Qa. linles . « « © « « 85 
b. Females . .«.«.e Ql 
C. Cities and towns of 2500 population or over: 
1, Hillsboro (county scat) 1940 3,747 
1930 5,059 
1920 2,468 


Envloyment: 


A. Labor force (i.e. persons normally employed) 15,052 
1. 77.1 per cent of men over 14 in labor force 
2. 17.5 per cent of women over 14 in labor force 


B. Principal industries in wiich labor force is employed 
l. Agriculture e e ° ® ° © s * ,. @ @ e @ 4,306 
i. nn 2." 6 6 6 eo 6 es bse bee 886 © 
5.. Professional and related services . , 867 
ee ee eal es eles 636 
i ne - 4 6 6 6 o «oes Se oe 605 


- 
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Agriculture: 


A. Number of farms ..-s«eeeveseeueee 4348 
Average size of farm. . « « «© «© © ee © @ 2 56,5 acres 
Average value of farms (land and buildings) $7018 
Per cent of tenancy ..«.«.e«-seeseeee a 16.3 
Per cent of county in farms . . .«+s«+«e 53.5 


Housing: ° 

A, “umber of dwelling units in coumty 12,825 (averaze of 3.30 persons per 
occupied dwelling) 
1. Hillsboro 1,295 (averace of 3,05 persons per occupied dwelling) 


B, Percentage of dwellings in covnty occupicd by ovmers 67,8 
1, Hillsboro 57,4 


anufacturing: 


Ae Number of establishments 63 

B. Total value of products $9,519,409 

C, Value added by manufacture (value of product less cost of materials, 
supplies, etc.) %4,310,260 


Trade: 


A. Retail: 505 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $9,315,000 
1. Hillsboro 104 establishments with 1939 sales of $3,214,000 


R, Wholesale: 22 establishments in county with 1939 sales of $3,479,000 
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OREGON BUSINESS - SEPTEMBER 


Generel Business and Retail Sales. It appears that general business in 
Oregon increased slightly in September as compared with August and was sub- 
stantially hisher than a year earlier. Usually bank debits are an excellent 
indicator of general business conditions. However, during September they rose 
ar more than did other business indicators, A possible explanation is that the 
nhird Var Loan resulted in so many withdrawals from checking and saving accounts 
hat bank debits were not a reliable indicator for September. «-rdinarily, there 
8 a close positive correlation betweon month-to-month changes in retail sales 
or the state and bank debits, During September, however, bank debits increased 


6.7% whereas retail sales rose but 4.7%. The latter figure is probably the 
ore creditable, 
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Bank Debits Compared with 


August 1943 


September 1942 





Oregon + 16.7% 
Portland 

Lower Willamotte Valley 
Upper “Jillamette Valley 
North Oregon Coast 
Douglas - Coos Bay 
Southern Oregon 

Upper Columbia River 
Pencleton 

Central Oregon 

Klamath Falls - Lakeview 
Baker + La Grande 

Burns - Ontario 


Retail Sales 


Compared with 
August 1943 


+ 41.0% 


+50,7 
++ 19.1 
+50.1 
+41,4 
+-42,7 
+ 33.1 
+ 52.0 
+41,1 
+. 52.5 
+13.5 
-+ 41,0 
+-39,3 
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Sevtember 1942 





Oregon 


+ 4.7% 


Portland - 

Lower Willamette Valley 

Upper Willanette Valley 

North Oregon Coast 

Douglas - Coos Bay 

Southern Oregon 

Upver Columbia River and Pendleton 
Central Orecon - Klamath Falls - Lekeview 
Beker - La Grande - Burns - Ontario 


+++] 44+4++4+ 
QOWN DNA WON 
rH OYIONHO 


-_ 5.5% 
+ 8.6 


= 16.5 
+ 6.2 
+ 29,0 


$21.4 


+ 4.1 
-+15.6 
—- 26.0 
+17.2 


Building Permits. The passing of summer was accompanied by a seasonal 
reduction in building of all kinds, A perait for the construction of a federal 


housing unit to care for a hundred families was taken out in Sweet Home, 


Lumber Production. Lumber production in Western Oregon and Western Washing- 
ton was 2% less in September than in August and 3% less than in September a 
yeor ago. The production of lumber east of the Cascades in Oregon and Washington 
was 12,5% less than in August and 12.1% less than in the same month in 1942, 
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